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When I joined 5W in July 2018, I decided to try everything 5W 
had to offer as quickly as possible. I emailed every listed member 
in New Zealand looking for someone to join me on a trip to Nepal. 
I contacted the other Nelson member and organised two get-
togethers. I stayed with two different hostesses in Wellington, 
had several members stay with me and was a day hostess here 
in Nelson three times. And I was lucky enough to get accepted 
for the 5W Sky to Sea Gathering in Canada. It was a pleasure  to 
meet the 24 other participants, from Australia, Japan, USA, 
Canada, United Kingdom, France, Belgium and The Netherlands.  
What a marvellous experience this Gathering was  – organised by 
local members for the sole purpose of providing  attendees with a 
planned programme for exploring Vancouver City and Whistler 
together. We stayed at the YWCA in Beatty St – highly 
recommended because it has guest kitchens so you can self-

cater... and a guest lounge where we could gather together in the evenings. 

From Shannon Falls, (BC’s third highest!) we went to Whistler, rode the 
Gondola, visited the Squamish Lil’wat Cultural Centre, were amazed at 
the Britannia Mine Museum,  rode the Sea to Sky Gondola to the top of 
Mount Habrich where the brave ones walked over that suspension 
bridge. We explored the city landmarks such as Vancouver Lookout, 
Vancouver Harbour, Jack Poole Plaza, Olympic Cauldron, Prospect 
Point, English Bay, Kitsilano, Stanley Park, University of British 
Columbia and the beaches of Spanish Banks and Jericho Beach. 

 In North Vancouver we saw Lions’ Gate Bridge, walked the Capilano 
Suspension Bridge and visited the Capilano Fish Hatchery before 
getting dropped off at Grouse Mountain where we saw Grizzly Bears, 
Lumberjacks, and Birds in Motion followed by dinner at the Observatory 
restaurant.  We gained an insight into historic Chinatown and explored 
Gastown in teams solving a murder-mystery! Back at Stanley Park we 
had a BBQ dinner and watched “Mama Mia!” performed at Theatre 
Under the Stars.  We explored Queen Elizabeth Park and attended a 
baseball game at Nat Bailey Stadium, visited the Museum of Vancouver, 
Granville Island, and spent our last night together on the harbour eating 
and watching fireworks!

Local members popped up from time-to-time visiting attractions or attending various events with us, hosted a welcome pot-luck, and a 
Canadiana Party. Best of all, for me, was meeting so many like-minded women! Women are important because we value families and 
we strive to build resilient communities. 5W women are reaching out and forming   “our global village” - an international community of 

women. We go beyond barriers of 
distance and language to develop 
networks of connectedness and caring, an 
international community fostering 
tolerance, respect and understanding.   
My admiration goes out to members 
across BC and Alberta! They hosted 99 
member nights (plus day hostessing) 
around the Gathering, and along with the 
fabulous Gathering programme, Julie 
Iuvancigh and her team truly delivered on 
their promise “to showcase (their) corner 
of the world!” 

Jan,
New Zealand


